


also for the movement of goods and we would like to see somewhere in the Precinct Strategy the thinking 
of how this would be managed with an increased population, both worker and residential. 
 

We note that both the Precinct and Economic Development Strategies make cautious comment on the 
potential for existing businesses to be pushed out of the area due to rising business accommodation costs. 
RDA Sydney is in strong support of Voluntary Planning Agreements providing subsidized commercial 
floorspace to targeted businesses and / or sector specific concessions. 
 

We also strongly support the Economic Development Strategy’s recommendation to ‘foster a collaborative 
/networking environment for companies and educational institutions within the Innovation Corridor’ and 
the suggestion that government could engage with anchor tenants in Adtech for example to establish long 
term collaboration with businesses and industries across the whole corridor would seem sound advice. 
 

The seven Sub-Precincts and their role in the overall Precinct is clearly defined and it is good to see a true 
intention of not overdeveloping in areas which would lose their unique character upheld. RDA Sydney would 
like to provide some comments regarding two of the Sub-Precincts, Tumbalong Park & Ultimo. In the Precinct 
Strategy the focus for Tumbalong Park has some really positive aspects but it does focus heavily on the 
business users of the Corridor and the creation of alternate meeting spaces, RDA Sydney’s concern is that it 
will lose its current offer to families. It is a free space in the middle of the city that offers a lot of activities 
for children and it would be sad to lose that focus. 
 

The Ultimo Sub-Precinct, is a highly developed area with a real opportunity to repurpose some sites, but our 
concern is the reliance on anchor tenants such as UTS to deliver the vision. Universities have been confronted 
with extraordinary circumstances with the lock down of international travel and their international student 
population diminishing. This has had extreme financial impacts on universities and UTS is not the exception, 
it would be good to have a post Covid view on how this could be managed, for example the provision of 
various options. As highlighted in the Economic Development Strategy, in the risk analysis, the loss or 
diminishing role of an existing anchor tenant can have a considerable impact on the delivery of the Strategy. 
 

Although, the Economic Development Strategy did highlight the impact of Covid on the future of work and 
commercial office space requirements as a risk factor, RDA Sydney envisages a different usage rate into the 
future which may influence floorspace requirements. From our discussions with government, commercial 
operators and business in general there seems to be a blended model developing – time in the office, time 
working from home or working near home. So, the question is will floor space requirements be the same as 
the past or will the demand for floor space diminish in the Sydney LGA as the hybrid model expands? There 
is a service offering that the Peninsula can develop, if transport connections are in place, which is flexible 
office provisions. 
 

RDA Sydney would like to provide feedback on the proposed Governance Models proposed in the Precinct 
Strategy and recommends returning planning controls in relevant sub-precincts (such as Ultimo) to the City 
of Sydney with the support of the NSW Government and allow them to be integrated into wider planning 
instruments. Ultimately, all controls should be returned to the City of Sydney but in a staged process based 
on complexity and wider implications for the economy. 
 

If you require further information please do not hesitate to contact our Executive Officer, Therese O’Dwyer 
at therese.odwyer@rdasydney.org.au. 
 

Sincerely 

 
Dr Rob Lang 
Chair 
Regional Development Australia Sydney 




